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Technology Utilization for Good Pineapple Production by
Farmers in Ratchaburi Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study 1) social and economic states of pineapple farmers,
2 ) the situations of pineapple production and technology utilization for good quality pineapple
production, 3) the basic knowledge of pineapple production adhering to good agricultural practice
(GAP), 4) the practice adhering to good agricultural practice, and 5) problems and suggestions on the
needs for the extension on technology utilization for good quality pineapple production. The population
in this study was 300 farmers in Ratchaburi Province who produced pineapples adhering to GAP and
985 general pineapple farmers. The samples consisted of two groups of pineapple farmers, group 1
was 75 pineapple farmers who produced pineapples adhering to GAP, and group 2 was 75 general
pineapple farmers. The data were collected by interviewing the farmers. The statistical methodology
was used to analyze the data by computerized programs including frequency, percentage, mean,
standard deviation, minimum value, maximum value, and t-test. The findings of this study were as
follows: 1) most of the interviewed farmers in group 1 and group 2 were male, with average age at
46.68 years and 50.01 years respectively. Most of them were educated at primary level. The average
numbers of household members of the farmers in group 1 and group 2 were 4.2 1 persons and 4.23
persons respectively. The main occupation was a pineapple farmer. The average of pineapple
cultivating areas of the farmers in group 1 and group 2 were 31.33 rai (1 rai = 1,600 square meters) and
31.31 rai respectively. The average of the total household incomes of the farmers in group 1 and group
2 were 335,000 Baht/year and 234,034.67 Baht/year respectively. The average costs of pineapple
production of the farmers in group 1 and group 2 were 25,929.76 Baht/rai and 25,324.28 Baht/rai
respectively. The average produces of the farmers in group 1 and group 2 were 5,826.67 kg./rai and
4,520 kg./rai respectively. 2) All of the farmers had Pattavia variety for cultivation. The practice in
pineapple production of the farmers in group 1 was similar to the practice of the farmers in group 2 in
almost every aspects. The farmers in both groups utilized the technology for good quality pineapple
production except some aspects which most of them did not practice, these were soil analizing before
cultivating, sorting out fresh pineapples by size, pineapple watering, and cutting pineapple leaves in
order to make them bred earlier. 3) The farmers in group 1 had more basic knowledge of pineapple
production adhering to GAP than the farmers in group 2 in all aspects. 4) Most of the farmers in group
1 regularly or occasionally practiced adhering to GAP, while the farmers in group 2 practiced adhering
to GAP regularly, occasionally, or had never practiced. Furthermore, 5) the farmers in both groups had
problems on the soil fertility, the delay of the rain, the sufficiency of water sources, being free from
diseases of pineapple varieties, the process of pineapple production adhering to GAP, and the spread
of wilt. The farmers suggested that group procedure should be utilized in the operations of the group,
there should have the extension on pineapple production adhering to GAP, and there should have the
application of technology to pineapple production, either industrial pineapples, fresh pineapples, or
pineapples in various varieties continuously.

Keywords: Technology utilization, Pineapple production, Good agricultural practice,
Ratchaburi Province
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